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In October 2020 the power was switched on to a neon 
work, Dad (2018) installed in a window at the Gallery of 
Modern Art (GoMA) in Glasgow.

This work by the Edinburgh-based artist Rabiya Choudhry, 
put her father’s name ‘Mazhar’ in lights at the heart 
of the city where she grew up. Originally made for her 
solo show COCO!NUTS! (2018) at the artist-led gallery 
Transmission, Dad is a tribute to the first generation of 
Asian shopkeepers in Glasgow - now classed as ‘essential 
workers’ during the Covid-19 crisis.

Cover Image:
Dad (2018), Rabiya 
Choudhry Image 
courtesy of 
Glasgow Museums 
© the artist

“ GoMA was one of the places  
that I was drawn to from an 
early age. It has, from my 
earliest memories, inspired me 
and showed me the potential 
of what art can be and how it 
can make an impact. I hope 
the artworks acquired inspire 
others like me who used 
to go along to a big public 
gallery and dream that one 
day, they could be part of it.”
—   Rabiya Choudhry, Artist, 2020
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▲  Dream Baby 
Dream (2016) and 
Houses for the Holy 
(2016) on display 
in Domestic Bliss, 
courtesy Glasgow 
Museums

Contemporary Art during the Pandemic
Dad, alongside two other works by Choudhry, were acquired for 
Glasgow Museums’ collection following a successful application 
to the Rapid Response Fund. This fund, from the Contemporary Art 
Society and Frieze London, responded to the global pandemic and 
loss of income in the sector by supporting artists’ sales, whilst 
awarding institutions 100% funding to acquire new works engaging 
their audiences during and after lockdown. The two other works 
Dream Baby Dream (2016) and Houses for the Holy (2016) were 
displayed in Domestic Bliss at GoMA for the venue’s reopening in 
2020. They address racism, mental health and the internal and 
external factors that affect it - a conversation even more prevalent 
within the context of lockdown. For the artist it was an exciting 
moment in her career to have her work in a civic collection. For 
GoMA, the purchase realised a longstanding interest in Rabiya 
Choudhry’s paintings for the city’s collection and activated an 
evocative and engaging discussion on the current global situation, 
responding to the context of Covid-19 and Black Lives Matter. 

“ I’m really overwhelmed and excited to have my work 
represented at GoMA. It blows my mind to think that  
my work is going to be shown there and that it will be  
part of their collection”
— Rabiya Choudhry, Artist, 2020

https://galleryofmodernart.blog/portfolio/at-home-talks-domestic-bliss/
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Installation shot 
of Domestic 
Bliss, Courtesy 
of Glasgow 
Museums. Photo 
Ruth Clark. ▶

GoMA
In 2021 GoMA, part of Glasgow Museums, celebrates 25 years as a 
unique, at times eclectic, politically conscious gallery that supports 
a world class visual arts sector in the city. From the outset the 
collection reflected different aspects of Glasgow’s local and global 
connections, with human rights, humour and play as central themes. 
This continues today as the museum responds to a changing city. 
Its programme for visitors is creative, curious and connects to their 
lives. The curators who work there - Katie Bruce, Producer-Curator 
and a member of CLiC since 2018, and Martin Craig, Collections 
Curator (Art Post 1945) - are acutely aware of this history and thinking 
when they acquire artworks for Glasgow Museums’ collection.

“ We used Dream Baby Dream in a mindful art session and 
Saturday Art Club. The Saturday Art Club children loved it 
and described it as funny, scary, cartoonish, colourful, and 
‘a great story head’. For Mindful Art we described the work 
following the lines and colours and asked the participants 
to respond in the chat how it made them feel, which 
ranged from happy to sad, confusing and mysterious.”
– GoMA Learning Team 
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Rabiya Choudhry 
portrait. Photo 
Eoin Carey. ▶

“ I often use humour in my work as I find it a powerful tool in 
addressing topics which are complex and difficult to talk about 
and see comedy as a big influence on my work. In particular,  
I think the greatest influence on my work is a specific Scottish 
type of dark humour and being Glaswegian it’s as dark as hell.”
– Rabiya Choudhry, Artist, 2018

Rabiya Choudhry
Rabiya Choudhry, who grew up in Glasgow and still has family 
in the city, is an artist whose work explores the themes of 
identity and cultural displacement in contemporary British 
society with a darkly comedic approach. Her work, richly vibrant 
and autobiographical, expresses the complicated coupling 
of eastern and western cultures. This personal connection to 
the city alongside the freshness of her approach to painting, 
drawing from both art history and popular culture led to an 
interest from the GoMA curators in acquiring her work. 



CLiC Connect and Activate 2020-2021 has been 
made possible with the generous support of:

Conclusion: Contemporary Art Inspires 
Communities and Future Artists
Glasgow Museums has a responsibility to support contemporary 
living artists by commissioning, displaying and acquiring work, 
particularly artists with a connection to the city. Although 
Choudhry’s work had been widely praised in recent years, she was 
not yet represented in any UK public collection. When the Rapid 
Response Fund opened in May 2020, Martin Craig was able to work 
swiftly to secure these works for Glasgow Museums’ collection, 
supporting an artist in a time when artists were significantly 
impacted by the Coronavirus crisis. This capsule collection of work 
by Choudhry offered opportunities to engage audiences of all 
ages with key issues that emerged through the past year through 
work that is personal and honest, yet speaks to and for so many.

During the acquisition process the artist shared that she had 
completed a school placement in GoMA and had been inspired 
by the works on display. This personal connection to the museum 
– where her work now resides - opens up related conversations 
on diversity, strengthening the voices that are present within the 
museum and the space that those voices visibly claim. With this 
acquisition GoMA continues to develop a more socially conscious, 
politically engaged and diverse collection that will positively inspire 
communities and future artists living and working in the city.

GoMA is part of Glasgow Museums they would like 
to thank the Contemporary Art Society and Frieze 
London for the Rapid Response Fund award.


